Rate issues in atrial fibrillation: consequences of tachycardia and therapy for rate control.
Atrial fibrillation (AF) is an arrhythmia resulting in loss of atrial contribution to ventricular filling, an irregular ventricular contraction, and an inappropriately rapid ventricular rate. An uncontrolled ventricular response may result in various changes of ventricular function and structure referred to as tachycardia-related cardiomyopathy. However, the effects of tachycardia may be reversible with adequate pharmacologic or nonpharmacologic interventional rate control. The purpose of this review article is to discuss the present knowledge regarding tachycardia-related cardiomyopathy and therapy for rate control.